ANCIENT WOODLANDS

Coopers, Tiiland, and Ell Woods, are all examples of “ancient’

semi - natural woodland; remnents of the vegeration which
covered Britain after the last Iee Age, o &, 000 years age.
They may not have been cleared, because the many streams
here make the land unsuitable for agriculture, but the)
would have been coppiced for wood and used for hunting.
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impertant_for wildlife today with plants like Bluchell, Wood
Anemone, Wood Sorrel, Yellow Archangel and Ramsons
_ﬂmwrmﬂ in spring, and birds such as Spl'frr.:lu'hal.vﬁ', Greal
.':;Purrcar I l']?rrirJL';.'f:r.': and -.r'ﬂ'u::rﬁ.'lrx:r.

Unfertunately, many of these woods have received liele
appropriate management in recent years.and non native
conifers have been introduced into some, therehy reducing
their ﬂ'uquic:z.r vafue. Correct woodland mandgement
includes regular coppicing and thinning which encourages

wildlife.

Crrear & pot ted Wood Ir.:erfc.:r

WASELEY HILLS COUNTRY PARK

150 acres ;3}" woodland and pasture managed by
Worcestershire County Council. From the toposcope on
Windmill Hill you can see the Malverns and Corswolds.
There is an information centre and cafe housed in an

anctent timber framed barn. There is a childrens play areq.

ENFIRONMENTAL ART

During 1996 the ey Way was the subject of a gateway art’
initintive which aimed to celebrare the varied COUntr sy
encountered on the route by creating sympathetic pieces of
environmental art. Using locally cut limestone blocks, artis
Mick Farrell produced 10 sculpture ‘stepping stones’ and a
stone sgueeze stile. Uver 200 peaple were involved in
designing, sketching and carving the stones. A metal sculprure
evocative of the former railway also stands at the site of the
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CARING FORTHE COUNTRYSIDE
Worcestershire County Council’s Countryside Service and the
Dudley Countryside Management Project are working to help
improve the countryside of this arca. If you would like to find
out mare about their work or other walks in the area, please
contact either:

WORCESTERSHIRE COUNTRYSIDE SERVICE

Tel: Q1905 766407 or

DUDLEY COUNTRYSIDE MANAGEMENT PROYECT

Tel: 01384 814159

USEFUL INFORMATION

Distarce: Approximately 4.5 miles (7. 2km)

Be prepared for all kinds of weather, wear comfortable strong
footwear and please keep LI':h:Jl'i under control, Theve ave hilly and
J_;hfr._u.r: sections on e walk.

Public Transpore: The Illey Way is accessible via public transport.
T JF”J._J out the best conmections |’|>r vou call the Worcestershire
Coungy Council County Bus Line on (870 6082608 or the
Centra Bus and Bail Line on O 210 200 2700,
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PLACES OF INTEREST

A Green Lane

GREEN LANES
These double-hedged sunken lanes or “hollow-ways’, may
have been formed by water erosion cyrfvr wie by heavy carts

o )
and other traffic aver many years. They could be medieval in
origin, forming part of a network that served the Manor of
Hales, The diversity of hedgerow planes suggests an ancient
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WOODGATE VALLEY

Owned and managed by Birmimgham City Councdl, the 450
acres {175 ha} of countryside were designated a Country
Park in 1984, There 15 an urban farm by the Park and pony
trekking is available. Refreshments are on sale in the visitor

CEnre.

HALESOWEN ABBEY (St. Mary’s A bbey)
Although the Abbey ruins are not visible from the Wley Way
the route does cross some of the 10000 acres (4000ka)
formerly controlled by the Abbor, The Abbey was founded in
1215 by the White Canons of the Premonstratensian Order
_{Jirr-:m'r France), but was rufned :_Jfrfr its disselution by HL‘]’?J‘J.'

Vill in 1534

DOWRY DELL VIADUCT

Alse known as Frankley or Hunnington Viaduce, it was built
in 1881 to carry the Old Hill - Halesowen - Longbridge
railway, which opened 2 years later. The viaduct was 600f;
{(180m) long and 100ft (30m) high and consisted of two
stone abutments and eight cast iron piers resting on blue
brick bases (these are the enly visible remains today).
Originally called the Halesowen Railway, the Halesowen to
Longbridge sectien became a joint line between the Grear
Western Railway and Midland Railway in 1906, After
transport nationalisation in 1948, the fine became part of

the Western Region of the newly created British Railways.

Passenger scrvices on the line ceased in 1919 but workmen's
sérvices for the Austin Motor Company's factory at
Longbridge continued until 1958, Geods traffic ended in
1964 when the railway south of Halesowen closed due o the
building of the M5. The Dowry Dell Viaduer was dismantled

a year later.

>, Ervironmental Art

at Waseley Hills
Country Park.

BOUNDARY STONES
At the base of many of the stiles in the area is a large
houlder that may have been a boundary marker for

Halevowen Abbey land of, more recently, Manor .'Illul:u._"lr' Farm.

RIDGE AND FURROW!

ey Mea dows

It was medieval practice to allocate farmers strips of land
rather than extensive holdings. To show ownership and
improve drainage, each was ploughed by oxen which
produced a raised ridge with furrows at either side for
drainage. Surviving ‘ridge and furrow’ indicares thar the
land has not been deep ploughed by modern techniques.
Iy Meadows is also a Sie of Importance for Nature
Conservation - p.l’:uz:.-; include Common .";Pr:-rzc:I (hrchid,

Carnation .‘-.'L'dﬂc and Qun.&mér Crrass,

Wild flowers at ey Meadow

HLLEY PASTURES

Theve two ancient meadows contain a variety of rare plants
including Common Spotted Orchid, Sneezewort, Yellow
Raele, Pepper Saxifrage, Dver'’s Greenweed and Quaking
Grass, and are now designated a Sire g_,l"ﬂpeciﬂf Scientific
Interest. In order that the meadows femain f.'ﬂ{.-mf:id-'l!lj' rich,
E_IL."rj_'i' are Iqr:.l;r..zd in o traditional manaer and receive oo

feriilisers or herbicides,



WOODGATE SECTION

From the main car park follow the path through the
urban farm and, turning left at the gate onto Watery
Lane, walk up the slope and cross with care over Woodgate
Lane into Lye Close Lane (OId Crown Pub is on the right)
then proceed over the M5 bridge and turn left following

the sign to llley.

GREEN LANES SECTION

At the end of the lane turn right and go over the stile by
the gate (signed Illey and Waseley) into the green lane.
Turn left at the junction at the foot of the hill and
continue along the green lane through the horse barrier,
then walk down the slope and cross the culverted stream.
Go over the stile at the edge of Cooper’s Wood, turn sharp
right and follow the field edge to the next stile. After this,
veer left across the field to a stile in the hedge, and cross
the ‘ridge and furrow’ field known as Illey Meadows to the
corner. Continue onto the surfaced track and over the
stream and stile into the green lane. Follow this uphill,
passing Lowlands Farm, then through the kissing gate
onto llley Lane. The Black Horse Pub is on the right -
last refreshments before Waseley!

The Black Horse Pub
at H!ey

ILLEY SECTION

Carefully cross Illey Lane and follow the track that runs
along the left-hand edge of the pub car park (signed
Romsley and Waseley). Continue along the track for
about half a mile passing Illey House Farm and Lower
Illey Farm. From there views c_)focm, Walton and
Romsley Hills and the Bluebird Toffee Factory chimney
can be seen to the right, and Frankley Beeches looking
over to the left in the distance. At the end of the green
lane go over the stile and follow the track to the right
down to the stream. Cross the bridge and walk up the
bank and carry on through the Illey Pastures Site of
Special Scientific Interest to a stile in the hedge.
Continue straight on with the line of field trees to the
left (these trees mark a previous hedgerow). Follow the
path down to the llley Brook (which marks the
boundary of Dudley and Worcestershire). Go over the
footbridge and stile into the open field. Head up
towards the brow of the hill, following the fenceline.
Cross the stile in the fence on the left. Cross an open
field to an enclosed narrow strip of land. Go over the
two stiles here and carry on towards the wooded valley

at the end of the former railway embankment.
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WASELEY HILLS
COUNTRY PARK

1/3mile

WOODED SECTION

At the gap in the former railway embankment, leave the
open field and follow the steps down to the small
stream and brick bridge. This is the site of the former
Dowry Dell Viaduct. To the right you can see the old
blue brick bases of the viaduct (look out for the metal
sculpture). Follow the winding steps up the embankment
and bear right along the wooded path, then cross the
stile into the open field. Bear right along the edge of
the field with the wooded river valley to the right.
Carry on along the field edge, cross over before passing
over the ElanValley pipeline which carries drinking
water from mid Wales to Birmingham. When you come
to the farm track, cross over and continue along the line
grrhe stream, then bear right uphill through
Pennyfields. At the end of the track cross the stile to the
right of the gate and follow the left hand field
boundary along the edge of Long Saw Croft wood.
Crossing a further two stiles, close together, walk across
the corner of the field, with the field gate to the left,
and follow the path uphill keeping close to the hedge.
From here you can see the British Telecom Radio Mast
with good views of Romsley Hill in the distance.

WASELEY SECTION

Continue along the field edge and cross two more stiles
on the way before emerging at the road. Here turn

right and follow the road to the junction, cross over
carefully then left over the M5 road bridge and ahead
is Waseley Hills Country Park.

Wasefey HrHs Counny Park

Visitor Centre

Key to Route Map

mmmE ey Way
Parking
WC Toilets

Refreshments
Horse Barrier
Other Paths
K Kissing Gate

S stile
— Bridge

Position of Environmental Art
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